
 

 
 

 

 
1 Wieske is a family friend introduced in an earlier chapter. 
2 As the name says, this was a church-run association, in direct competition with the non-religious 
Socialist Mutuality. Each group offered, among other things, summer youth camps. In order to ‘even 
out’ the social standing among the participants, children were required to use a standard-issue 
rectangular cardboard suitcase and not (if there even was one) the family’s leather luggage. This was 
the first of a series of cardboard boxes, some real and some virtual, described in the book. 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
3 He’s now a teenager and attends a Catholic school with entrenched ideas on education, discipline, and 
sexuality—a losing battle for an 1970s institution. And yet the headmaster does his best to ward off all 
pedagogic innovation and social openness. 
4 Nicknames for their teachers. ‘De Mof’ (The Kraut, not a German but with the features and behavior of 
an SS officer minus the uniform), who taught Latin, Greek, religion, history and esthetics; ‘De Jap’ 
(likewise not actually Japanese, just with certain physical characteristics that boys might associate with 
Asians), who taught Dutch, German, esthetics and history; ‘Mussolini’ (in no way Italian, but a staunch 
Flemish nationalist and renowned poet), who taught Dutch to final-year students. 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 


